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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-American Academy of Ophthalmology Meeting

Encompass Ophthalmic Development, Inc announces the signing of a license for the exclusive world-wide ophthalmic rights to Henkel Corporation’s PROLOC Ocular Drug Delivery System.
Chicago, IL –October 16, 2010 –Encompass Ophthalmic Development, Inc. has secured the exclusive worldwide ophthalmic rights to PROLOC Bioadhesive Ocular Drug Delivery System from the Transdermal and Transmucosal business of Henkel Corporation.  PROLOC features long lasting drug release and high bioavailability compared to traditional eye drops, ointments, and gels.  PROLOC is a preservative-free polymer matrix in uniquely formed ocular mini-tablet form which is applied to the fornix.  Upon insertion, PROLOC adheres rapidly to the ocular mucosa and transforms to a comfortable gel like substance that will remain in place until fully eroded.
The PROLOC Bioadhesive Ocular Drug Delivery System permits high active ingredient loading and is compatible with hydrophilic or lipophilic active ingredients.  PROLOC Bioadhesives are capable of residing over 8 hours during which time the active drug is gradually released.  PROLOC is manufactured using USP ingredients, and clinical studies have been conducted to support ocular use.
The increased time that PROLOC remains in the eye may allow for lower concentrations of a drug to be administered over a longer period of time.  This minimizes the inconvenience of frequent dosing, reduces the potential of related adverse side effects, and may lead to improved patient compliance. 
PROLOC Bioadhesive technology offers intellectual property protection, provides the opportunity to expand the lifecycle of current branded drugs, and opens new possibilities for new drug molecules and uniquely delivered therapies. 
About Encompass Development, Inc. & Encompass Pharmaceutical Services, Inc:
Encompass Development, Inc.  is an Atlanta based company focused on the development and out licensing of ophthalmic pharmaceuticals and drug delivery systems.   Encompass Pharmaceutical Services, Inc provides a full range of analytical, stability and consulting services for the global pharmaceutical industry.  One of our core competencies is ophthalmic development and formulation services from pre-formulation through manufacturing scale-up and quality systems.  Our services include pre-clinical support; drug formulation, drug delivery development; clinical supplies and manufacturing support.  More information about Encompass Pharmaceutical Services’ Ophthalmic capabilities can be found at www.encompass-ophtha.com.

About Henkel Corporation:
Henkel Corporation’s Transdermal and Transmucosal business, based in Bridgewater, NJ has successfully introduced the PROLOC Bioadhesive platform for buccal, vaginal, intra-nasal and ocular delivery with work underway for both OTC and Rx applications.   PROLOC Bioadhesive provides a unique and viable avenue for delivery of new drug molecules and the redirection and reformulation of existing products.   This Henkel business is also a global supplier of the DURO-TAK brand of polymers for transdermal drug delivery patches.  
Overall, Henkel operates worldwide with leading brands and technologies in three business areas: Laundry & Home Care, Cosmetics/Toiletries and Adhesive Technologies.  Founded in 1876, Henkel holds globally leading market positions both in the consumer and industrial businesses with well-known brands such as Persil, Schwarzkopf and Loctite.  Henkel employs about 50,000 people and reported sales of $18.86 billion in fiscal 2009. Henkel’s preferred shares are listed in the German stock index DAX, and the company ranks among the Fortune Global 500.  In North America, Henkel markets a wide range of well-known consumer and industrial brands in North America, including Dial® soaps, Purex® laundry detergents, Right Guard® antiperspirants, got2b® hair gels, and Loctite® adhesives.  Visit www.henkelna.com for more information.

    


